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Jade Plant

Crassula ovata, commonly known as jade plant, lucky plant, money plant or money tree, is a succulent
plant with small pink or white flowers that is native to the KwaZulu-Natal province and Eastern Cape of
South Africa and Mozambique, and is common as a houseplant worldwide. Much of its popularity stems
from the low levels of care needed; the jade plant requires little water and can survive in most indoor
conditions. It is sometimes referred to as the money tree.

The jade plant is an evergreen with thick branches. It has thick, shiny, smooth leaves that grow in
opposing pairs along the branches. Leaves are a rich jade green, although some may appear to be more
of a yellow-green. Some varieties may develop a red tinge on the edges of leaves when exposed to high
levels of sunlight. New stem growth is the same colour and texture as the leaves, becoming woody and
brown with age.

It grows as an upright, rounded, thick-stemmed, strongly branched, evergreen shrub and reaches stature
heights of up to 2.5 meters. The base is usually sparsely branched. Sometimes a single main trunk of up
to 6 centimetres in diameter is formed. The succulent shoots are gray-green. The bark of older branches
peels off in horizontal, brownish stripes.

The oppositely arranged, ascending to spreading, green leaves are stalked with up to 5 millimetres short.
The fleshy, bare, obovate, wedge-shaped leaf blade is 3 to 9 centimetres long and 1.8 to 4 centimetres
wide. The sharp-edged leaf margins are often reddish.

Although becoming brown and appearing woody with age, stems never become true lignified tissue,
remaining succulent and fleshy throughout the plant's life. Under the right conditions, they may produce
small white or pink, star-like shaped flowers in winter. The terminal inflorescence is a top round thyrsus
with numerous dichasia. It has a length and a diameter of about 5 centimetres. The inflorescence stem
has a length of 15 to 18 millimetres and a diameter of 2 millimetres. As a succulent, Crassula ovata
requires little water in the summer, and even less in the winter. It is susceptible to overwatering,
especially during the cold season. Watering excessively can cause leaf fall and root rot. However, also the
lack of water can damage it. It should be grown in a porous substrate with good drainage, which will vary
depending on the climate it is grown in. It requires about 4-6 hours of direct sun, or medium shade
exposures with bright light. In regions of mild weather it can withstand some light frost, provided that the
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substrate is kept dry.

Category: Succulent plants

Families: Crassulaceae

Genus: Crassula

Species: ovata

Geographical Area of Origin: South Africa

Climatic Zones: Sub-tropical, USDA 10 b (Southern Italy and islands)
Habit: Shrub

Leaves: Evergreen

Colore Foglie: Verde

Flowering Period: Aprile / Maggio / Giugno / Luglio / Agosto / Settembre
Flower: Simple flower

Colore Fiori: Rosa Bianco

Favorite soil: Neutral / Light sandy / Middle-Dough / Medium soil
Water needs: Low / little water

Light Exposure: Medium shade / Half shade / Full light / Full sun
Form: Grown as shrub / bush

Colore Frutti: Marrone [l
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